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iSTEM Excursion
As part of the STEM initiatives at Arthur Phillip High School, 28 students
from Year 9 iSTEM participated in the “Science and Engineering
Challenge” at Olympic Park. The students entered the hall at the Quay
centre and were accompanied by 7 other schools, all eager to win the
prize. Silence filled the room as the organiser announced the
significance of the challenge, with the winners entering the National
competition to represent NSW.
Soon afterwards, groups of students were assigned to their designated
areas for the challenges. These ranged from building bionic arms, to
making a vehicle to traverse the rough terrain of mars, to building
bridges. Amongst the 8 activities, one of the groups from APHS came
second because of their impressive ability to build sturdy equipment
from limited resources.
At half time, there was a break where the students could debrief each
other about their activities, before embarking on the new challenges.
The excitement of the morning only grew as the students shared
knowledge and built more ideas. With the second half of the challenge,
one group came out on top as they won the network challenge. This

At APHS we Strive

Upcoming Events
2nd May

Catch Up Vaccinations

13th - 24th
May

NAPLAN Years 7 & 9

22nd May

Prospect Zone Cross
Country

7th June

APHS Athletics Carnival

Term 2

Year 10 TAFE Program
Kitchen Fit outs,
Automotive & Hair and
Beauty

Lorem Ipsum Dolor

Spring 2016

Towards the end of the day though, all the schools settled back to where they originally were seated. At this
moment, the bridges were tested for their strength in front of all the schools present. With each bridge being
tested, the crowd grew more excited to see if their school were better than the others. Whilst the bridge
created by the students at APHS did not win the top place, it was still an intriguing and suspenseful time.
Through the Science and Engineering challenge, students had faced many obstacles and learnt how to
overcome them. It was a great day for the students, to experience how to solve problems together whilst in
the face of competition. A survey created about the challenge had the students indicate that over 75 % of
them thought the challenges enabled them to work in teams better, and to think more creatively.
Furthermore, 100 % of the students enjoyed the challenge and would definitely participate in another one if
the opportunity was to come. Overall, it was an enjoyable event for all members that participated, with
valuable lessons learnt.
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UWS Youth Leadership Masterclass
Student leaders from Years 10 and 11 attended the Youth Leadership Masterclass at Western Sydney University,
Parramatta South Campus today. Together with students from 11 other schools, they were tasked with creating
a pitch in their chosen fields to create positive change in their local communities.
Arthur Phillip HS pitched four ideas in the areas of Social Media and Self, Poverty and Homelessness, Reduce,
Reuse, Imagine and Mental Health and Wellbeing. Students worked collaboratively to produce a 60 second pitch
that had to deliver a message, illustrate how this message would be delivered to their target audience and be
sustained, and come up with a PR & marketing solution.
Our students' pitches were articulate, informative, and thoroughly entertaining. Well done to all students who
took part.
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Congratulations to Melika Azimi Year 10 who will be the student representative on the APHS Finance
Committee and Colin Xu Year 10 who will be the representative on the WHS Committee.
A special congratulations, also goes to Kevin Huynh in Year 10 who represented the school at the Rotary
Youth Public Speaking Competition. Mr. Akins who attended the competition was full of praise for Kevin’s
speech and the confident, refined presentation he gave.

Year 7 & 8 Support Unit STEM Activities
At the end of last term Ms Lin’s Support Unit class down on the Eastern Campus were doing some
fantastic work based on STEM activities building their understanding of how Science, Maths, Technology
and Engineering are inextricably linked. Well done to all students.
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