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School 

Upcoming Events 

Tues 24th 

September  

Year 12 Reception 3pm 

Year 7 Vaccinations 

Thurs 26th 

September 

Year 12 Graduation 9am 

Fri 27th 

September  

Last day of term 

Mon 14th 

October  

School resumes for Years 

7 - 11 

At APHS we Strive 
 

Year 7 & 8 

Environmental 

Committee 

 

 
Hello, my name is Shohid Ansari in 
Year 8 and I am a current member 
of The Environmental Committee of 
Arthur Philip high school. The TECA 
is a group that helps and sustain the 
environment around us. The thing 
we are trying to achieve right now is 
to restore all the garden beds at the 
eastern campus at Arthur Phillip 
High School. So far we have 
completed 2 out of the 3 garden 
beds in the first 2 garden beds we 
have planted lettuce carrots and few 
pansies to get the bees pollinating 
this area. In future, we hope to be 
helping clean up Parramatta river 
get compost bins and putting out 
bottle bins for recycling them into 
10c coins we have also held up a 
bake sale to raise money for our 
supplies and crops to helps us along 
the journey. 
 

Visit our website www.arthurphil_h.schools.nsw.gov.au 
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Muhammad Abdullah Year 8 

What are we doing in the T.E.C.A is an eco-friendly group where we do gardening, recycling and project 
managing activities like fundraisers. On our recent activities, we have been managing a garden which we have 
funded by a bake sale fundraiser. The garden is however still under progression for further use so far we have, 
dug the gardens up, laying the geo fabric plastic and now finally placed the soil and planted the seeds. But the 
reason we are doing this is because it is to make the school a better echo friendly area which can hopefully 
affect other people to do what we're doing at their homes. 

Jennifer Lau Year 7 

We are the TECA, the TECA stands for the environment committee of Arthur Phillip HS. The main goal that we 
are trying to achieve is to develop and prepare a healthy garden. So far we have accomplished a bake sale 
that ranges from $1 to $5 and after the bake sale we calculate the total of money and the results were 
$145.The money has gone towards the garden, next we had the garden prepared and the seed’s planted, 
once the new building is finished we will aim to start a similar portable garden. Then after the plants have 
fully developed we will give it to the school so that they can use for different purposes.   
 

Students proud of their handiwork 
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Careers News 
 

School Leadership Team 2020 
 

Congratulations to our School Leadership Team for 2020: 

• School Captains – Christina Huynh and Eren Atilgan 

• Vice Captains -  Dilara Hecuyumaz and Jake Li 

• Senior Prefects – Nina Okusu and Hamza Khan 
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Celebrating the Arts 

Our hugely talented team performing at 
CTA - Big thanks go to Ms. Lim and Mr. 
Staines for their support for these 
students. 
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Congratulations to well deserving Year 12 students Jasmine Brook-Ulugia (Retail Services) and Laksman 
Rajenthiran (Business Services) on their Rotary Youth Vocational Award. The award recognises the VET 
achievements of young people attending schools in the City of Parramatta local area. The presentation 
ceremony was held on Tuesday 3rd September 2019. 

  

VET Rotary Awards 2020 
 

HSC DRAMA Practical Exams  

Ms. Mitsopoulos arranged or some of our Year 10 students to participate in the Year 12 Practical Drama 
assessment processes.  

Lina Abufarha described this opportunity:  My experience as an audience during the Drama HSC was 
fascinating. There were drastic and surprising improvements in the students’ performance which was the 
best part. We had the opportunity to see the examination process of Drama in year 12, and this was 
interesting, as I didn't know how the HSC for Drama was marked. It was also really delightful talking to the 
Year 12 students about their experiences in Drama and other subjects and it gave us an idea of what it is 
like to be a Year 12 student. 
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Arthur Phillip High School was lucky enough recently to be involved in the Police Youth Engagement Program 
which gave selected Year 10 students the opportunity to explore the diverse responsibilities that the NSW 
Police do for our community. 

We heard from a broad range of speakers about what the police, particularly the specialised roles, and the 
Australia Defence Force do on a daily basis. The tactical squad took the students through how they keep 
themselves safe during tense confrontations, and we heard about what Strike Force Raptor is doing to break 
up organised crime. We even heard from a Holocaust survivor about her experience. At the heart of the day 
was dispelling myths about who young people think the police are and highlighting the professional 
standards as well as the human side of the force. 
 
Well done to the below Year 10 students involved, they represented our school with pride and thoroughly 
enjoyed the day. The boat ride in a high-powered tactical response vessel was the highlight for most! 
Thank you to the hardworking officers at Parramatta Area Command and Marine Area Command for having 
us, and especially to our Police Youth Liaison Officer, Senior Constable Dusan Dakic 

 
Damien Martin, Year 10 Student Adviser 

Sayed Murtaza Hussaini 
Jocelyn Chan 

Lucrecia Phung 
Ian Rivera 

Leyana Alameddine 
Jason Huynh 

Yasmin Alahmad 
Lina Abufarha 

Raidah Izadeen 

 

Police Youth Engagement Program 
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Parramatta Public Education Excellence Awards 2019 
 

Our fabulous staff Ms. 
Nguyen, Mrs. Taylor 

and Mr. Fantasia 
receiving their 

Excellence in Public 
Education awards. 
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Child Brides - A Speech by Banafsha Sayed, Year 10 
 

SPEECH: Mr speaker fellow parliamentarians and members of the public. I am honoured 
to deliver my first speech as a newly elected member of the house of representatives and 
debate about an issue I am most passionate about. At the age of 13, you are most likely 
wondering what your future in high school has to offer, and looking forward to exploring your 
newfound freedom in the world afterwards. But somewhere in this very country, a girl of the same 
age is being forcibly married off to an older man, conceiving his baby against her will. Child 
marriage undoubtedly violates multiple human rights, like freedom of choice and education, but 
most importantly, it violates a child’s right to a happy and safe childhood, which can never be 
redeemed again no matter what. 
 

In Australia, the legal age to marry is 18 years old, meaning any marriage before 18 is 
considered illegal. Despite the law, child marriages are still able to take place in this first-world 
country. They are sustained in societies today because of gender inequality, cultural tradition, 
insecurity, and poverty. In many communities, girls are still viewed as a ‘burden’ to their family; 
they are told how to dress, how to behave, and who to talk to, a commodity, to be bought and 
sold. This idea and the patriarchal households that believe it continue to force child marriage. 
Why? Because these families think they can control every aspect of their child’s life. They live 
with this misconception that forcing their daughter to get married at a young age is financially 
beneficial, when in reality, it only traps young girls into an endless cycle of poverty, not to 
mention the extreme emotional burden on the girls. Is this really the solution? How does this help 
anyone?   
 

Sonamoni, 13 years old, is one of the many victims of child marriage in Australia, who was never 
given a choice. She was pulled out of school, had to abandon all her dreams, and was forced to 
carry a baby before her body was ever ready for it. Becoming a mother is the most vulnerable 
and beautiful part of a woman’s life. A woman’s life, not a child’s. Sonamoni said, “I spent three 
months in hospital after childbirth due to bleeding,” Yes, you heard me right, three months. 
Sonamoni wasn’t ready for this pregnancy physically or emotionally, but she did not have a 
choice. She had to become a mother and wife at 13 years old, when she was supposed to be at 
school, getting an education Instead, she was lying in hospital bleeding profusely.  
 

This is just one example you have heard. If you are shocked by her story, let me tell you that this 
incident is not rare. 650 million women around the world today have been forced to become child 
brides. I emphasise the word forced. Are we just going to watch this take place?  
 

I am not saying that we are not doing anything about this. NGO’s like “My Blue Sky” are there to 
offer silent support to families and victims, and greater community. 
But is this enough? Our Federal Government has recently enacted the Modern Slavery Act 
allowing for the law to deal with this issue in minor manner. Is this enough? Ask yourself. If it 
really was, then no teenage girl would have gone through what Sonamoni did. 
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Richardson and Wrench, Parramatta supporting Arthur 
Phillip HS staff and students. 



 

 

 

 

Stage 4 Homework Club 

Day: Tuesday 3 - 4pm 

Where: Eastern Campus Library 

 

Stage 5 Homework Club 

Day: Tuesday 3-4pm. 

Where: Main Campus Library 

 

Stage 6 Homework Club 

Day: Monday 3 - 4pm 

Where: Main Campus Library 

 

Hope to see you all there! 
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May I take this opportunity to wish all our students and their families 
a safe and happy holiday starting Saturday 28th September and I look 

forward to seeing you all back at school ready for another intense 
term of learning on Monday 14th October 2019. 
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