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School

Harmony / Multicultural
Day Celebrations
Despite the inclement weather the school still managed to stage
their Harmony Day celebrations, last Thursday. The time allocated
to our assembly was reduced but our students still reveled in the
opportunity to celebrate the wealth of rich cultures we have at
APHS. A big thank you to our SRC ably led by Ms. Mercado, for all
the planning and organisation that went into our Harmony Day
celebrations. There was a wide array of foods to tempt many
palates and the dances performed by our students were testimony
to the pride they have in their cultural heritage.
The school took the opportunity to have a minute’s silence to show
our respect for the many innocent people who lost their lives in the
tragedy in Christchurch last week. The focus of our Harmony Day
celebrations is around tolerance and understanding and so we felt
it appropriate to demonstrate our support for all those who had
lost so much.

At APHS we Strive

Upcoming Events
April 4th

April 812th

Uni Shield Rugby
League
Year 11 Life Ready
Program

April
11th

Year 10 Commerce
Political Involvement
Campaign

April
10th

Year 7 Meet the
Teachers and Interim
Reports Issued

April
10th

Year 9 UWS Fast
Forward Welcome
Ceremony
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Year 7 Meet the Teachers Evening
On Wednesday 10thApril all Year 7 parents and carers are invited to attend a Meet the Teachers afternoon at
the Eastern Campus. The Transition Team led by Ms. Phipps have organised an informative afternoon that
seeks to provide parents with a greater understanding as to how they can support their child at high school,
as well as have the chance to meet their child’s teachers. There will be a BBQ provided by our wonderful
Hospitality students. Resources will be available to parents to help their children with Maths homework and
presentations about the Sentral Parent Portal and app presentation, as well as our digital platforms Hapara
&APHS Connect 121. There will be online work samples for parents to view, including information as to school
expectations for our students who do not have access to the internet or a laptop. Every Year 7 student will
also receive their Interim Report, which serves to provide parents with an idea as to how well their child is
settling into high school.

Mobile Phone and Personal Device Policy
Inappropriate use of mobile phones and laptops in the classroom continues to be a challenge for our teachers. A
number of students have recently found themselves in serious trouble over the use of their phone and laptop so
I have included parts of our Mobile Phone and Personal Technology Policy so parents are very aware of the
consequences that will eventuate if our students continue to use these devices inappropriately.
Policy Preamble:
Mobile phones, smart phones, MP3 players, tablets and similar devices are a part of modern society and the
school accepts that many students will possess them. However, their application and relevance to learning are
limited. Teachers and students have a right to teach and to learn in a classroom environment that is free from
interruption by such devices and where learning is valued. Personal electronic devices in schools, present a
number of challenges. These include:
•
•
•
•

Devices which interrupt lessons and distracts and disrupts learning
Theft
Mobile phones being used to contact outsiders who may enter the school illegally
Devices disrupting examinations and assessment tasks and distracting fellow students

•
•
•

Mobile phones used as a means of bullying other students
Devices used to film or photograph teachers and other students, which is a breach of privacy and a crime
Devices being used to film fights. Such footage may then appear on the internet thus affecting the
reputation of the school and those filming such events often contribute to the fight occurring in order to
film it.
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Consequences
APHS is committed to the right of teachers to make educationally sound judgments on the appropriate and
safe use of such devices in their classroom and staff prefer that students only bring their laptops and not any
other personal electronic devices to school. If students do choose to bring such devices, it is important to
note:
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

The school accepts no responsibility for those devices that are brought to school and undertakes no
responsibility to investigate their misplacement, loss or theft.
Our policy is that the authority to permit the use of personal electronic devices rests with the
classroom teacher. The devices will only be allowed when the technology is directly linked to the
learning outcomes of the lesson.
On entry to the classroom, these devices and earphones must be out of sight. They must always be
switched off and out of sight during all assemblies.
Where a mobile phone rings during a lesson, assembly or meeting, the phone will be confiscated by a
classroom teacher. If a teacher sees a personal electronic device being used without permission, it will
be confiscated and secured at the school’s front office. Students will collect their device from their
respective Deputy Principal at the end of the school day.
Personal electronic devices are not to be used as a musical device, timepiece, calculator or personal
organiser during class time without the express permission of their teacher for that lesson. If a student
uses it, it will be confiscated and secured with a Deputy Principal until the end of the day.
It is expected that students will follow the STRIVE code and be respectful if and when their devices are
confiscated. Any student who causes a disruption will be followed up with appropriate disciplinary
action from an Executive member of the school staff.
Student infractions using personal electronic devices will be recorded and closely monitored. On the
3rd recorded infraction parents will be contacted and an after school detention will be issued. On the
4th infraction the student will be issued with a Formal Caution of Suspension for Continued
th

•

Disobedience. Upon the 5 infraction a suspension from school will be issued.
For excursions and other extra-curricular activities personal electronic devices are not to be used
without the permission of the teacher in charge. This includes using them on buses travelling to and
from venues.

End of Term
School finishes on Friday 12th April and all students
return on Tuesday 30th April 2019. I hope all our
students and their families have a safe and happy
holiday and Easter celebration.
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Some of our students and staff proudly
sharing their rich cultural heritage at
our Harmony / Multicultural Day 2019
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Year

Year Advisor

7

Ms. S Karnib

8
9

Ms. E Coco & Mr. J.
Waugh
Ms. C. Suar

10

Mr. D. Martin

11

Mr. S. Akins

12

Mr. G. Rennie

Stage
Wellbeing
Coordinator

Stage Deputy
Principal

Ms. K. Jones

Mr. B. Main
& Mr. P.
Murkins

Ms. C. Suar

Ms. S. Pinzin

Mr. S. Akins

Mr. N. Train

Ms. P. Lewis HT Welfare Semester 1 2019

